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you will wonder, not that the gossip reached Lord Queens-
berry^s ears, but that the man Wilde has been tolerated for
years in Society as he has."
At the beginning of his speech Sir Edward Clarke had
gone out, but he had now returned. He touched Carson's
sleeve, and they began to consult together in whispers.
Everyone guessed something dramatic was about to happen.
Had Wilde run away and left his counsel in the lurch ?
Carson sat down, and Sir Edward Clarke rose : he began
to speak with obvious embarrassment. He put the best face
upon the matter that he could. But he relied with some
ingenuity for his excuse on the part of the case on which the
defence had manifestly failed. He said that it had become
clear during the case to Mr. Wilde's advisers that the jury
might well excuse Lord Queensberry as a father^ having
regard to the passages relied on by the defence, for the
expression which he had used. Mr. Carson was about to
make the most terrible allegations. Since, in his opinion, the
jury might well return a verdict of ec not guilty " merely
on the literary side, it would be manifestly dangerous and
contrary to his duty to Mr. Wilde to allow the prosecution to
continue. For a verdict of " not guilty 3> for Lord Queens-
berry, as a result of the literary evidence, would carry an
implication of " guilty " on his client on the whole of the
allegations in the plea for justification, whatever view the
jury might hold as to the terrible charges to be advanced by
his learned friend. " I am prepared to submit to a verdict
of * not guilty,5 having reference to that part of the particu-
lars which is connected with the publication of Dorian Gray
and with the publication of The Chameleon. I trust, my Iord5
that that may make an end of the case.'3
The device was transparent: Sir Edward Clarke was
admitting a lesser charge, which had not been made out3
in order to avoid far graver and more specific charges which
he dared not face.
Mr. Carson rose, and pointed out with terse and telling
courtesy that a verdict of "not guilty" would mean a verdict
of justification on the whole plea. The Judge concurred.
" Then," said Carson, " the verdict will be that complete